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$100,000

Approved

Agency:  Department of Natural Resources

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Eagle Beach Public Use Cabins

State Funding Requested: $100,000 House District: Juneau Areawide (3-4)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Funds requested to build two accessible public use cabins at Eagle Beach State Recreatiion Site/State
Park, for year-round use.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $100,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

State Funds $0 $0

Denali Commission $0 $0 $0

Rasmuson Foundation $0 $0 $0

Local Funds $0 $0 $0

Other Funds $0 $0 $0

Total

Explanation of Other Funds:

Not applicable. However, additional funds may be solicited if this project is approved to enhance the cabins. Furnishings and fixtures may

be improved if additional funds are contributed.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Construction of a public use cabins is proposed, to be somewhat larger than existing State Parks cabins but otherwise
similar in design, also with entry, and interior design and arrangements of furnishings taking into account users with mobility
limiations. Electricity is expected to be included. The construction will be accomplished primarily with volunteer labor and
local (Southeast) timber.  State Parks staff from the Juneau Ranger District will oversee the work.

Properly designed accessible public use cabins on the Juneau road system (with parking and other park facilities available)
would allow users with limited mobility to enjoy a camping experience which is otherwise unavailable to them. It would
provide a unique and rewarding opportunity for many who do not have the ability to physically access a remote cabin to
enjoy the beauty and remoteness of their region and the wilderness cabin experience. It is expected to be very popular with
families with young children who also find more remote cabins difficult to reach and use.

The State Parks public use cabins in the Juneau area are jewels of the State Park system, they are extremely popular and
in continuous use. However none are easily accessible along the road system, nor are they accessible to people with
mobility limitations, except for one boat-accessible site. Territorial Sportsmen have supported public use cabin funding and
have helped construct them in the more remote areas for hunting and fishing. Four new cabins have been completed in the
last several years, all in areas requiring boat access or a hike of several miles.
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The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation Ten Year strategic Plan identifies as a goal expanding the public use cabin
system.

The Juneau area has the opportunity to accomplish this goal with  accessible public use cabins at Eagle Beach State
Recreation area. The area has great potential as a year round facility with accommodations for higher use volume and more
valuable service to the community. Staff are able to provide year-round maintenance. Revenue from these cabin would be
expected to be over $26,000 per year (currently seven more remote cabins -- four accessible only by boat) generate
$40,000 per year) at current rates, thus "breaking even" in four years.

The Eagle Beach State Recreation Area is now the premier handicapped accessible facility in the state, with established
road access, underground electricity, paved walkways to handicap accessible latrines, a remote setting, access to paved
walkways and vistas, and ample parking. Accessible public use cabins would probably see continuous use. It is an ideal
place for year-round activity.

Juneau Area State Parks Advisory Board supports these cabins as its single request for capital improvement funds for
FY11. It has been voted the Board's highest priority for the last three years. Funding was approved by the Legislature for
FY09; the subsequent veto of funds thus requires re-approval of the request.

Project Timeline:
Construction can be accomplished summer-fall 2010. Expenditures will occur in first or second quarter FY2010 for supplies.
Completion expected by June 2011 if not sooner.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Division of State Parks and Outdoor Recreation

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Mike Eberhardt
Address: 400 Willoughby Ave

Juneau, AK 99801
Phone Number: (907)465-2481
Email: mike.eberhardt@alaska.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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